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Marlenc H. Dortch, Secretary 2 003
Federal Communications Commission FEOERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Oftice of the Secrctary OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation, CS Docket No. 98-120: MB 03-15;: RM-10666

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The Association of Public Television Stations (“APTS™) hereby notifies the Commission of the
following ex parte meeting in the above captioned proceeding. On July 7, 2003, John Lawson,
President and CEO, Mark Erstling. Senior Vice President and COO, and Lonna Thompson, Vice
President and General Counsel met with Kenncth Ferree. The participants discussed Public
Television’s progress with the digital build-out and APTS” public positions taken concerning the
importance of digital must-carry and digital translators. A copy of the attached Broadcasting and
Cable article was also provided during the mecting,

Sincerely,

Andrew D. Cotlar
Senior Staft Attorney
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GUEST COMMENTARY

The Real Locally C

n the debate over media-ownership rules, both sides
have said the goal is the preservation ol Tocal media
aind inversal service, However, nuither side save much
consideration (o the fast troe bedrock of locally conrolled
irec, over the-air media: public broadcasting stations, ' Lk-
ing local public broadeasters for granted is unfortunate be-
cause, without some care, they could go away
Ws hard 1o gevmor e “tocal” than public broadeasting.
Our stations are operated by community loundations,
state conmmissions, and calleges, imiversities and schoe!

ontrolled Media

educational programming and datacasting. I'he Kennard
decision will define most of these services as “secondary”
and, therefore, not worthy of cahle carriage. This hostile
policy will render much of our stations' digital facilities as
“white elcphants” an the media landscape.

Preserving local public broadcasting also requires Con-
gress and the White 1 ouse to realize that the digital tran-
sition did nat end Tor public stations on May 1. Additon-
al maiching lunds are necded 10 meet FCC requirements
tor sitmufeasting and signal replication and maximization,

disericts, Our “husiness inodel ™ is about as grassronts as Public And, ina recent survey, our membher stations indicated

VOU Can gel: We give aiy our programming- - adverlising- broadcasting's their highest priorities for IFY 2004 [unding were digital

tree —and rhen ask people o hielp pay foric We give real  "BUSINGSS Model’  cameras ind rclated studio upgrades.

meiting W lrees ever-the-air” is about as From the public-interest community, we ask that some
So.orthe policymakers and interest groups stllcon-— grassrools as of your concern ahout preservation of local commercial

cerned abonr commaercial-media concentration. we in
public broadcasting hive aimodest request. We ask that vou

you can get.

media be channeled into the preservation ot tocal non-
cormnmercial medi From some of these groups, public wel-

spend atleistsonse of your energy and concern to ensire
the survival i growth otlocally canrolled peebfic media,

What we need framveu is a well-defined and Gaivly lim-
ited setal policy chimges. At the 1CC we need the ageney Stations
(o finally act on twocable carriage 1ssues that have heen
languishing for vears. First. we need seine sort of rransidonal carnage
for our digital simads. The digital transition will never be complered
without the povernment using its Stpeime Court-sanetioned author-
ity o acein ehis area.

sccond, we need this conunission o reverse the split decision ot the
Kennard conmmission on the issue of “primary video.” Our stalions have
roised neartv $1 hitlion for IYTV conversion hased on specilic plans for

ninttiple nes digivd services These include pubilic-altirs, Kids, o
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evision has reccived just the opposite. Under Chairman
Michael Powddl, the FCC provided public broadcasters with
the Rexibifity to use some of their non-broadceast digital ca-
pacity for services thar could produce much-needed rey-
enuce. Rather than support this welcomed relief, some pub-
lic-interest groups actually challenged the decision inthe U.S. Court of
Appeals. Fontunately, the court upheld the FCC decision, but the groups
are cansidering an appeal.

The hottom line tor us: Public broadcasting is locally conuolled me-
dia. lelping us furthers the peofuessed goals of all parties in the media-
consolidation debaie. We hope those parties will look ey public broad-
castingas part of the solution.

Lennosony is president e CLO of ADTS,

Association of Public Television Stations
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